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_.-'Dear students and parents/guardians,

Please carefully read the entire Student Handbook. When
done, both student and parent/guardian must sign the Stude
Handbook Contract and return it to the main office. ¢

agreements between students, staff, parents and the FHS :
community. A contract is a means of identifying and achieving
goals as well as a document that reflects group consensus q
. Isimportant to the community. Each student and parent/gué
~. will sign a community contract upon entering into the school
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Introduction

Welcome to The Facing History SAInoo o
FHS, our mission is to graduate stude
are:

i Lifelong learners with the skills and
knowledge for academic and profes
success.

Prepared for the responsibilities of being active, thoughtful participant
leaders in a democratic society.

We believe that our relevant, academically rigorous program and the suy
caring structures that we have in place make us more than just an excellen
but an xcellent learning commuwiiyh the guidance of our lead partner, Fa
History and Ourselves (FHAO), our students will geyearadiouney to
prepare for the ethical and mor a
structure, and curricula are centered around four themes:

Identity

Caring and Responsibility
Decision Making
Choosing to Participate

I’
I’

The Facing History School recognizes that organization assists students|i
prepared for classes and life. As a staff we have met and agreed on iten
believe will assist students in this prébesschool will PURCHASE all
notebooks, pens, pencils, journals and other materials necessary for all ¢
Septembeitn order for us to continue doing this every September for all S
we only request that students purchase needed items from the school st
they have finished their supply (i.e. pens, paper, journals, etc.).

i Students will have to purchase attire appropriate for Gym.

i Students must also purchase locks from the school for $2.50. Only st
issued locks can be used for lockers




Our Lead Partner

The Facing History hoo

FACING  ygiory and Ourselves, brings overswety
’HISTORY istory and Ourselves, brings over

AND effort of promoting civic engagement in schog@|s
OURSELVES by supporting teachers with curriculum,

rnn

uses an depth study of history and the present, literature and science, to he
schools teach about the dangers of indifference and the value of civility. FHA = uses
timely and relevant resources cfhleat

Through this curriculum, students gain multiple perspectives while making irgo med
choices and constantly asWihgt do | want to do with my voice? What kind of

world do | want to livean®@How can | make that hapge?A O6s cur r s u |
structured to support and increase literacy skills for all students. Furthermorg [studer
who have participated in FHAO classes demonstrate heightened social conggrh and
increased sensitivity to the plight of others. At The Facing History School, thg figoror
and motivating curriculum and vision of FHAO will be interwoven into our claf 5;ooms
and community through four essential themes:

i ldentity How do | see myself? How do | see others?
i Caring and Responsibititywvhom do | care about? For whom am | responsip ¢?

i Decision MakingWhat can | learn from the decision of individuals and
communities in the past and today? What informs my own decision?

i Choosing to Participaté/hat kind of community, nation and world do | wantgt J/live
in? How can | help make it so?



Advisory Group The Heart of FHS

FHS is committed to challenging its students on many levels: to use their vo
hard, think critically and participate within the school community as well as th

parents/ guardians and

development. In the advisory, students will create their own

learn important social and academic skills and complete com

service requirements. Usi n

Respect and Relationships) the advisory serves to create a sfiite for
students to learn and grow. Our many goals for advisory group are:

i Build school community

i Develop leadership skills in students

i Help students navigate the confusing world of adolescence

i Explore ethical and moral dilemmas in and outside of the school communit
|

i

i

Increase student literacy
Provide academic support
Maintain relationships with paren
academic journey
i Guide students towartlakid 12 grade portfolios
i Help students plan for-pesbndary options
Provide structured opportunities for community service

Advisories will be involved in two sets of portfolios. The first is the Habits of l¢:arning
Portfolio where students, along with their academic teachers, collect their beqt work tt
demonstrates proficiency and mastery in all the habits of ledvurighfgoad®.

In order to graduate from thgratle into the senior institute, students must

successfully complete and present their Habits of Learning Portfolio.

The Advisory is the place where th
electronic portfolio. Advisors must continuously inform both students and pa
each 1 ndividual 6s thgrade,gtuderdsshould alfdady $ave
material demonstrating proficiency, mastery and growth in a number of subje




The FHS Educational Community

Students will be a part of a supportive and nurturing, ye

S academically rigorous, environment that will allow themf»

» become sophisticated critical thinkers and-ofedisisn In
order to support our stud:
development, it is crucial that the students feel like theyj 1
part of a rich, safe academic community. The keys to o
community at FHS lie in what weltadl f our RO

N

Rigor, Relevance, Respect and Relationships

i RigordIntellectual and artistic achievement will be

aware that t h e wevallreecouragercoopehative learnma e
environments over competitive ones, and we will also acknowledge multiplg
intelligences, interests, strengths and challenges.

RelevancéAcademic achievement and creativity does not exist in a vacuu
school 6s mission i s, in fact, to
a just, equitable, and compassionate world. School work, academic and of ¢
will help students develop the knowledge, experience, and skills they needji :
life after school, including higher education and/or professional vocations.

Respecb In order for students to grow academically, creatively, and morally t
need a safe space to take risks. All members of the school community deg .
respect for themselves and their ideas. We will encourage vigorous debatg &
expression of individual voice, but through the use of active listening and cpn
resolution techniques. The Facing History School will be a safe space for g~

and emotional charged ideas to be discussed since students will—
not be shamed or bullied into certain opinions. 0 @

Relationship® This is the element that holds the school
community together. Without meaningful relationships betwe

faculty, students and families, FHS cannot reinforce or promo

our desired culture of rigor, relevance, and respect. Suc
relationships model the interpersonal skills that the stu il (Q
need in order to be leaders and advocates for social justice in a—
democracy.
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groups in preparation for 11th grade. The final Habits of Learning Portfolio

Roundtables are coordinated within the 11th grade advisory. Advisory is cong dered &
academic class and graded as such.

In addition, students will have an advisory group journal; essentially a portfofjo fof thei
experiences, feelings, and research involved in community service througholi their
high school years. These journals/portfolios will become part of the larger ChJosing
Participate portfolio needed for graduation.

Although students are receiving Regents exam preparation in other classes,f dvisors
al so monitor their studentsod progrjelss
appropriate. Advisors will also guide and support student progress in passirg :lasse
and receiving the required number of credits for graduation.

Academic/Student Services

Intake

All students in the New York City area who have successfully'grangitetee 8

eligible to apply. As part of our ongoing recruitment process, the intake confr1ttee w
participate in the High School fairs, communicate with Guidance Counselorg 1 Midd
Schools throughout the year and hold information seminars for prospective p tdents
and parents.



Registration for classes

One of the privileges and obligations of our students is to discuss their class g bices «
credit needs with their advisory at the beginning of each academic cycle. Itig he
responsibility of the student to meet with the advisor at the appointed time. y stude
who misses his/her appointment will be marked absent and must register aftdr the res
of the school has finished.

ghand 10 graders have the opportunity to offer input in selecting their electivgj:lasses

11hand 12 graders have the opportunity to choose electives as well as some p >ademi
subjects.

Graduation Requirements

Il n order to receive a diploma fromj ~HS
Graduation Committee must attest to the completion of the following requirengcits:

1. A program of completed courses that meet New York State requirements

English 8 credits

Mathematics* 6 credits

Social Studies 8 credits

Science* 6 credits

Health 1 credit

Foreign Language 2 credits

Fine Arts 2 credits
Gym 8 credits

*Students must take a minimum of 3 years of Mathematics and Science couges.



2. A passing grade on five Regents Exams:
Math

Science

US History and Government

Global History and Geography

English and Language Arts

3. Completion and Presentation of Panels & Portfolio Roundtables

(9h&10 Grade)
4. Completion and Presentation of four Performance Based Assessment Prgeets:
Literary Analysis Paper
Historical Research Paper
High Level Math Project
Scientific Research Project
5. Completion and Presentation of Choosing to Participate Senior Project
and Portfolio

The first two requirements are mandated by New York State. The last three B2 uniq
to the Facing History School and serve to drive@ar ¢aoiculum:

6. Completion of 400 hours of Community Service

7. Habits of Learning Portfdlia portfolio of student work and reflection collectd|

from courses taken throughout the stiglé®tsafd 1T grade years at FHS. In

order to advance to the Senior Institute year, students must complete and prg< ¢nt this
portfolio in January or June of thewatle year. The four Habits of Learning that

must be demonstrated by the portfolio are independence, interdependence,



interpretation and voice.

8. Four Senior Performance Based Assessment Pi€bese four projects

(Literary Analysis Paper, Historical Research Paper, High Level Math Projectf rid
Scientific Research Project) will be completed and assessed during the senidgy year in
the appropriate subject matter classes. Seniors select one subject to presenf ahd
defend their project to a committee. The other three projects will be assessefl 'y the
teachers of those classes.

9. Choosing to Participate Senior Project and Porttbi®project and portfolio is

a group effort in which students design and implement a proposal to addressf social
issue facing the community, nation or world. The Choosing to Participate Se§ or
portfolio also consists of a collectiorefieetions frorit®rough ¥2grade about

the process of participating in social action

Habits of Learning

Student portfolios should demonstrate
proficiency in the four Habits of
Learning:

i Independence

i interdependence
i Interpretation

i Voice

Independencenables a student to make appropriate decisions and choices. [y
need to learn the skills to help them organize, manage and take initiative in tige i lives
well as plan for the future. Students must be able to access a variety of inforfr &tion s
they can make informed decisions.

Interdependenaequires collaboration and the ability to negotiate and comproj ise
while working with others. Such social interaction skills are necessary for sty ents to
understand how their decisions affect not only their lives, but also their comny riity.
Interpretatiomlemands critical thinking and analysis. Students need to learn g v to



